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At Sage Hill School, we uphold the ideal that a diverse student body is an integral
part of a dynamic and strong school community. Sage Hill continues to be
committed to ensuring that its student body reflects the demographics of Southern
California. 

The School’s Flexible Tuition program is designed to adjust tuition based on each
individual family’s financial picture. The program allows families to qualify for
reduced tuition as well as other student fees that may be incurred throughout the
school year, including opportunities for bus transportation to campus.

“A Sage Hill School education should be accessible to all families,” Director of
Admission and Financial Aid Peter Jordan says. “This program is intended to be a
sliding scale that is based on what a family can truly afford.” 

In determining the appropriate tuition for each family, income, expenses, and the
number of private school or college tuitions currently being supported in the
household are assessed. This information helps determine what adjustment to a
student’s yearly tuition might look like – helping to make Sage Hill School a more
viable education option for all interested families in Orange County. 

With the resounding support of the School’s Board of Trustees, Sage Hill has
already had the opportunity to increase the number of students that participate in
the Flexible Tuition Program. On average, Sage Hill School allocates $3.3 million
toward the program and plans to stay committed to increasing both the
percentage of students receiving reduced tuition, as well as the funding of the
Flexible Tuition program.

“We increased the number of students that participate in the Flexible Tuition
program from 11% to 14% this year. We have plans to increase that number to
17% in the next three years with the ultimate goal of hitting 20% of our student
population,” Jordan says. “We really want to be able to cater to a large population

Sage Hill School’s Flexible Tuition Program Offers Need-Based Assistance 
to Prospective Families

of families and the best way to find out if you qualify for this opportunity is to apply
to Sage Hill.” 

Families should first begin with applying to Sage Hill School – this is an important
first step as Flexible Tuition applications cannot be reviewed unless an admission
application has also been completed. Admission applications opened on
September 1 with a deadline of January 31, 2023 while the Flexible Tuition
application will open on October 17 with a deadline of
February 15, 2023. It is also important to note that the
admission application and the Flexible Tuition
application are separate processes. 

Families who are actively seeking a Sage Hill education
but are concerned about affordability should consider
the Flexible Tuition program as Sage Hill aims to meet
each family’s demonstrated need.

School Information
Sage Hill School
20402 Newport Coast Drive
Newport Coast, CA 92657
www.sagehillschool.org

Call to Action for Applications
Applications Now Open for 2023-2024 School Year! 
Parents with prospective students entering grades 9-12 in Fall 2023 can apply
now at www.sagehillschool.org/apply. 
Application deadline is January 31, 2023

To learn more about the Flexible Tuition program, visit
www.sagehillschool.org/flexibletuition.  

Patricia Merz, Head of School

College Counseling: With a 34:1 student-to-counselor ratio, Sage Hill offers a
highly personalized, student-centered college application process focused on
helping each student find the best college fit based on their academic profile, as-
pirations, talents and interests.

Service Learning: Service Learning provides students opportunities to explore
community service opportunities and help create positive change. Through com-
munity partnerships, students are encouraged to develop and/or seek out serv-
ice needs in the local and global communities that match their educational,
personal and social interests.

Spring at Sage: Students are offered experiential opportunities for leadership,
creativity and risk-taking beyond the traditional classroom. After spring final

exams, students spend a week participating in an intensive seminar or a group
travel program.

Sage Hill Internship Program: Career exploration and assistance with re-
sumes, interviews and job applications prepare students for work opportunities.
SHIP offers real-life, hands-on work experience and exposure to potential ca-
reers.

Advisory Program: The advisory program provides guidance, mentoring and a
sense of belonging from the very first day of school. Advisors encourage per-
sonal and academic growth of each student by fostering positive relationships
and supporting each student throughout their Sage Hill School journey.

What Sets Sage Hill Apart?

ED Guide.qxp_Layout 1  9/15/22  2:15 PM  Page 68



ED Guide.qxp_Layout 1  9/15/22  2:16 PM  Page 69



B-70 ORANGE COUNTY BUSINESS JOURNAL                                                                                                  LENDING K-12 SCHOOLS SEPTEMBER 19, 2022

ED Guide.qxp_Layout 1  9/15/22  2:16 PM  Page 70



ED Guide.qxp_Layout 1  9/15/22  2:16 PM  Page 71



ED Guide.qxp_Layout 1  9/15/22  2:17 PM  Page 72



ED Guide.qxp_Layout 1  9/15/22  2:17 PM  Page 73



Stratford School  
Where the Extraordinary Happens!

At Stratford School, high expectations yield 
extraordinary results. Our advanced yet intentionally 
balanced curriculum starts as early as Preschool to 
inspire and nurture the minds and hearts of every 
student. From the outset, we simplify challenging 
concepts, then accelerate learning to enable our 
students to study ahead of grade level, develop 
a love of learning, and prepare for the future. Our 
curriculum is created in thoughtful and meaningful 
ways to ignite curiosity, nurture exploration, and 
encourage inquiry. 
From Preschool through Grade 8, Stratford’s 
curriculum is infused with sequential instruction 
in science, technology, engineering, arts, and 
mathematics — “STEAM” — to help students 
develop a diverse set of problem-solving skills  
and talents they’ll need in today’s world. We 
accomplish this through a unique cross- 
disciplinary approach that enhances critical  
thinking, integrates ideas from multiple subjects, 
and ultimately expands student learning. 

Preschool
Beginning in Preschool, Stratford’s curriculum  
is designed to develop the cognitive, social, 
emotional, and physical building blocks. Hands-on, 
multi-sensory activities, including our Imaginative 
STEAM Play, encourage preschoolers to play  
and share with others, while developing their 
self-confidence, so each child discovers the joy  
and excitement of learning.

Elementary
In Elementary, our accelerated core curriculum 
exceeds the National Standardized ERB Results 
and motivates students to become critical thinkers, 

innovative problem-solvers, and proficient writers.  
This balanced approach imparts students with 
not only a well-rounded education; it fosters the 
development of strong friendships, effective study 
skills, and blossoming self-confidence.

Middle School
Middle School continues the Stratford tradition  
of excellence. We prepare and mentor students  
for placement in honors and advanced courses  
at top-tier private and public high schools.  
Stratford’s intentional approach to educating  
the whole child results in young adults who are  
gifted communicators as well as skilled and 
generous collaborators. 
Beyond the classroom, we help students discover 
and define their passions through a variety of 
extracurricular pursuits, personal enrichment 
activities, physical education, and time  
or free play. 
Our caring and passionate teachers cultivate a fun 
and nurturing classroom environment, where high 
expectations encourage students to try new things 
with confidence and enthusiasm.  
By harnessing the collective power of students, 
teachers, and administrators, this carefully 
designed approach, along with our commitment 
as educational leaders, helps students to excel. 
Stratford School prepares students to become 
the future generation of creative problem-solvers, 
imaginative innovators, and confident, insightful 
leaders. 
 
For more information,  
visit us at www.stratfordschools.com.
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Harbor Day School is a private elementary school (K-8) located on a welcoming
six-acre hillside in Corona del Mar, California. Established in 1952 and recognized
as the first independent school in Orange County, Harbor Day School provides an
academically challenging, well-balanced education in a nurturing and inclusive
family-centered environment. Our faculty inspires curiosity and a desire to learn,
and cultivates in students the confidence, strong moral character, and
perseverance to thrive. We celebrate diversity and traditions, value collaboration
and innovation, and cherish our community and lifelong relationships.

Harbor Day School has earned a reputation for educational excellence with a
comprehensive curriculum focused on encouraging the individual strengths of
each student. Graduates become leaders in some of the finest high school and
university programs in the country. Our alumni are a diverse and inclusive
community thriving in business, law, medicine, entertainment, sports, and the arts
to name a few. For them, Harbor Day is a home of lasting memories and lifelong
friendships.

During the 2021-22 school year, Harbor Day School opened a brand-new state-of-
the-art school building. The new campus at its current location has nearly 100,000
square feet of educational and office spaces. Flexible areas throughout our main
building allow for continued program growth, faculty collaboration, and cross-
discipline adaptability. A wing dedicated to STEAM programming offers
modernized spaces for science, technology, art, woodshop, and design. And in
keeping with tradition, the library, with its cozy fireplace and a wealth of literature,
is at the heart of our Harbor Day home.

Harbor Day School is accredited by CAIS (California Association of Independent

Harbor Day School
Gradatim ad Summum

“Step-by-step to the top”

Schools), WASC (Western Association of Schools and Colleges), and is a
member of NAIS (National Association of Independent Schools).

Join us for our Open House on Saturday, December 3, at 9:00 a.m. RSVP online
at https://www.harborday.org/admission/open-house.
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LEADING K-12 SCHOOLS DIRECTORY

Name of School: Crean Lutheran High School
Head of School: Jeffrey Beavers
Address: 12500 Sand Canyon Avenue, Irvine, CA 92618
Website: www.creanlutheran.org
Grade Levels: 9 - 12
Total Enrollment: 1,040 students
Student to Faculty Ratio: 20:1
Average Class Size: 20:1 
Application Deadline: January 12, 2023

Name of School: Harbor Day School
Head of School: Angi Evans
Address: 3443 Pacific View Drive, Corona del Mar, CA 92625
Website: www.harborday.org
Grade Levels: K-8
Total Enrollment: 413
Student to Faculty Ratio: 22 to 2 (grades K-5); 16 to 1 (grades 6-8)
Average Class Size: 22 (grades K-5) and 16 (grades 6-8)
Application Deadline: January 11, 2023

Name of School: Fairmont Schools
Head of School: Carolyn Lucia
Address: 1575 W. Mable Street, Anaheim, CA 92802
Campuses in Anaheim Hills, North Tustin, Anaheim, San Juan Capistrano
Website: www.fairmontschools.com
Grade Levels: P–12
Total Enrollment: 2,400
Student to Faculty Ratio: 12:1
Average Class Size: 20
Application Deadline: No deadline, rolling admissions

Name of School: Sage Hill School
Head of School: Patricia Merz
Address: 20402 Newport Coast Drive, Newport Coast, CA 92657
Website: www.sagehillschool.org
Grade Levels: 9-12
Total Enrollment: 559
Student to Faculty Ratio: 6:1
Average Class Size: 14:1
Application Deadline: January 31, 2023

Name of School: Santa Margarita Catholic High School
Head of School: Andy Sulick, President 
Address: 22062 Antonio Parkway, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688
Website: www.smhs.org 

Grade Levels: 9-12
Total Enrollment: 1,761 
Student to Faculty Ratio: 15:1
Average Class Size: 22
Application Deadline: Early application deadline: Nov. 11, 2022, then rolling admissions as
space is available until a waitlist is formed. 

Name of School: Stratford School
Head of School: P.L. de Avila
Address: 24741 Chrisanta Drive, Mission Viejo, CA 92691
Website: www.stratfordmissionviejo.com
Telephone: (949) 458-1776
Grade Levels: Preschool – Grade 8
Total Enrollment: 530 in Southern California
Student to Faculty Ratio: 1:12 Preschool, 1:15 Kindergarten, 1:22 Elementary/Middle
School
Average Class Size: Varies depending on location and grade level
Application Deadline: Open enrollment as long as space is available in the desired grade level. 

Name of School: St. Margaret’s Episcopal School
Head of School: William N. Moseley
Address: 31641 La Novia, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675
Website: www.smes.org
Grade Levels: Preschool - Grade 12
Total Enrollment: 1,234
Application Deadline: February 1, 2023

Name of School: St. Mary’s School
Head of School: Doug Patterson
Address: 7 Pursuit, Aliso Viejo, CA 92656   
Website: www.smaa.org
Grade Levels: Early Education through Grade 8
Total Enrollment: 715
Student to Faculty Ratio: Early Education: 1:6-9; Lower School 1:11; Middle School 1:18
Application Deadline: Friday, Jan. 6, 2023 (2023-2024)

Name of School: TVT Community Day School
Head of School: Jill Quigley
Address: 5 Federation Way, Irvine, CA 92603
Website: www.tarbut.com
Grade Levels: TK-12
Total Enrollment: 820
Student to Faculty Ratio: 8:1
Average Class Size: 17
Application Deadline: February 1 (Rolling)
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