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Makar Makarian immigrated to the U.S. with little
more than a dream to be the first in his family to go
to college.

After enrolling at Cal State Fullerton as a transfer
student in chemistry, faculty mentors encouraged
him to engage in hands-on research to improve
cognitive function in patients with Alzheimer’s
disease. This gave him the knowledge and
confidence to apply to graduate school.

Makar’s lab and research experience opened doors
to pharmacy school and advanced his ultimate goal
of working in the field of medicinal chemistry.

Cal State Fullerton empowers undergrads with real-world research and learning experiences
to prepare them for future careers or graduate schools.

Having experienced anxiety, Asha Bhattacharya
understands firsthand the importance of mental
wellness.

The Cal State Fullerton marketing student dreamt of
creating a “gym for the mind” on campus — a place
where students could train their brains and
proactively cultivate mental toughness.

Asha’s participation in the President’s Scholars
leadership program for high-achieving students
encouraged and empowered her to pitch an idea to
CSUF President Fram Virjee.

Impressed by her vision, the president sanctioned a
new student wellness room that is scheduled to open in 2022.

Now a proud Titan graduate, Asha continues to advocate for mental wellness in her
management role at Amazon.

Titans of Empowerment

“CSUF allowed me
to explore and find
my passion, which
was really, really
big for me.” 

- Makar Makarian

“Let’s create a place
where students build
up their mental
stamina.” 

- Asha Bhattacharya

Makar and Asha are just two
examples of graduates who
experienced Cal State
Fullerton’s commitment to
advancing student success.
This empowered them to
pursue their passions and
career paths.

From admissions through
commencement, CSUF
works to empower all Titan
students to reach their fullest
potential.

You can help support
deserving students
through the “It Takes a
Titan” campaign.

Learn more at
https://campaign.fullerton.
edu/empowerment/

Increasing Opportunities for High-Achieving Students
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Orange County is one of the fastest growing and most diverse business sectors in
the United States, creating a high demand for skilled and dynamic talent to
support its growth. Irvine Public Schools Foundation (IPSF) continues to build
bridges between academic and business communities to create opportunities for
students to gain the skills, confidence, and passion required to be successful in
today’s competitive STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts,
Mathematics) workforce.   

For over 25 years, IPSF’s mission to provide
programs, raise funds, and unite the community
in support of educational excellence has resulted
in tremendous impact in the quality and equity in
public schools through more than $95 million in
grants and programs provided to benefit
students. What started as a group of concerned
parents wanting the best schools for their
children has now evolved into one of the leading
education foundations in the nation.

Fueling Innovation 
Making schools centers of innovation can only
be achieved if teachers have opportunities to
bring revolutionary learning opportunities to life.
IPSF has awarded over $2 million through its
Innovative Grants Program to support innovation
in schools, launch new curriculum, and improve
students’ educational experiences. In the last
five years, the Innovative Grants Program has
awarded grant funding to 90% of Irvine Unified
K-12 schools, benefiting thousands of students. 

“In order to prepare students for the future, we
must provide them with hands-on experiences
and skills that they can apply to real world
situations,” explains Neda Eaton, President &
CEO of Irvine Public Schools Foundation. “We
are proud to support educators who are
passionate about elevating student learning far
beyond standard academic curriculum.” 

Thanks to innovation grants funded by IPSF,
Irvine students have learned advanced principles
of physics by constructing electric guitars, solved
cold cases through forensic science, supported
students in crisis with peer-to-peer suicide
prevention programs, and built nano-satellites that were launched into space on
NASA rockets. When you give students and teachers opportunities to collaborate,
learn, and explore, the possibilities are limitless.   

Ensuring Access to Opportunities
Through afterschool and summer enrichment programs, IPSF encourages
students to explore their interests and discover new passions. With courses
including coding, robotics, theater, debate, and entrepreneurship, students apply
what they learn during the school day in new ways, while also collaborating with
students outside of their traditional classes. By nurturing the spark of curiosity
within each child, students are empowered to grow and discover their own unique
gifts, talents, and passions. 

IPSF’s commitment to high-quality educational enrichment for every child includes
scholarships for families with financial need. The organization believes that all
students should be able to participate in a variety of STEAM courses, regardless
of their ability to pay. Generous contributions from leading corporate partners like

Advancing Student Opportunities For Tomorrow’s Workforce
Kia Motors America, FUTEK, Google, and UPS help ensure that all students have
access to opportunities that will educate, engage, and inspire the future leaders of
our community.

Connecting Education and Industry
Early exposure to real-world application of academic study has proven to be a
successful formula for inspiring more interest in STEAM-related fields and majors.

IPSF has remained steadfast in its commitment
to STEAM education to empower K-12 students
to be curious learners who seek creative
solutions to problems, and in the process
develop the soft and hard skills necessary to
succeed in college and future careers.
Long-term investment in STEAM through
initiatives including Ask a Scientist Night, OC
STEAM Fest, Irvine CubeSat STEM Program,
Career Technical Education Engineering
Pathway, and Science Fair, puts Irvine students
ahead of the curve. These investments are
making an impact, with Irvine students
consistently outperforming their peers in these
subjects. In 2021 Advanced Placement (AP)
testing, Irvine students scored on average 30%
higher in science disciplines and 25% higher in
art disciplines than students across California.
Through robust partnerships, IPSF continues to
explore new approaches to inspire student
interest in STEAM careers by collaborating with
educators on programs and events that bring
together academic and corporate partners. 

“With so many challenges facing students today,
it is more important than ever that they have
access to enrichment opportunities that inspire
wonder and provide a creative outlet,” explains
Javad Mokhbery, President & CEO, FUTEK.
“Through our partnership with IPSF, we are able
to positively impact students’ K-12 educational
journeys, so they are prepared to meet the
challenges of today and of the future.”  

Stepping Up for Students
Known as the “City of Innovation,” Irvine
embodies the traits of a successful tech hub city

with outstanding K-12 schools and universities that provide a readily available
workforce and a strong base of talent. From small businesses to global leaders,
corporate supporters understand that educational excellence is crucial to
maintaining Orange County’s position as a leader in innovation. 
“What makes Irvine so special is how we as a community have remained
committed to the principles of education and innovation established over 50 years
ago,” says City of Irvine Mayor Farrah N. Khan. “The City is proud of its significant
investment and partnership with IPSF to unite our business leaders, parents, and
educators in support of educational excellence for our students. By working
together as a community, we can prepare and nurture the next generation of
leaders who will propel this region forward for years to come.”
If you are interested in learning more about partnering with IPSF and becoming
one of the Top 100 Corporate & Community Partners Supporting Educational
Excellence, please contact President & CEO Neda Eaton at neaton@ipsf.net. To
learn more about Irvine Public Schools Foundation, visit www.ipsf.net. 
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Engineering, the all-important “E” in STEM and STEAM 
education–in this new age of technology, a robust engineering 
curriculum is more essential than ever. At Stratford School, our 

engineering curriculum is designed to prepare students to meet 
the unique challenges of the future armed with a solid engineering 
foundation from which they can build upon, whether they choose to 
continue their studies in any of the many engineering specialties that 
exist today or use those critical engineering principles to improve 
systems and solve problems in any field they decide to go into.

Engineers develop new technologies or improve existing ones to 
increase their benefits, decrease known risks, and meet societal 
demands. They ask questions, define problems, plan, investigate, 
construct explanations, and design solutions. Children are naturally 
curious:  they are eager to learn the “how and why” of everything: 
from “why does a beaver build a dam” to “how does a windmill 
work?” We encourage our curious and budding engineers of the 
future to understand the answers to these questions through  
hands-on engineering projects embedded in Preschool to Middle 
School science and engineering curriculum. Critical thinking, 
innovation, collaboration, and communication skills are intricately 
woven into the topics that students learn in their Next Generation 
Science Standards (NGSS) aligned science curriculum.   

Starting Engineering Concepts Early
Early learners, Preschool and Pre-Kindergarten 
students, love working with their hands! You 
can hear the exciting sounds and playful 
investigations in the classrooms during a science 
unit on-ramps and pathways. What might seem 
like simple play is actually quite complex, as 
children tackle big ideas around energy, force, 
and motion. After exploring the relationship 
between materials, the learning culminates in 
a design challenge: build a system that a small 
marble can move through. Our early engineers 

eagerly build, test, and try again until they achieve success 
together. In addition to feeling a sense of accomplishment, the 
children begin to understand how mistakes are opportunities to 
learn…a lesson for a lifetime!

Designing Solutions for the Future in Middle School
In addition to being integrated into the science curriculum, 
engineering is also offered as a choice elective at Stratford 
Middle School. Students who take Engineering design a 
sustainable futuristic city using engineering design principles 
and participate in the FutureCity Competition every year. Our 
students have consistently demonstrated innovative thinking 
in creating physical models of the city using mainly recycled 
materials. Stratford teams have placed in the top five positions 
in the past several years. This year’s FutureCity theme was to 
build a waste-free city based on the principles of a circular 
economy. Stratford students secured the first position in the 
regional competition and moved on to the national level. 
Students worked hard to create a future city that produces 
zero waste, can accommodate any age or ethnicity, and can 
ensure the comfort, safety, and convenience of its residents. 
A summary of the numerous components that make their city 
unique include the water filtration system, which filters water 
to be reused, the stacked agriculture farms that mimic natural 

environments and minimize space use, solar 
panels, wind turbines, and other examples of 
renewable energy.

At Stratford, in addition to developing the 
skills of creativity, curiosity, and perseverance 
through the engineering design process, our 
students learn a growth mindset and treat 
each challenge as an opportunity for growth 
and success in the future years! Interested in 
learning more?   
Visit us at www.stratfordschools.com.

E is for Engineering! How Stratford’s Engineering Curriculum Takes 
Students to the Next Level in STEM/STEAM Education

“Scientists study the world as it is; engineers create the world that has never been.”  
– Theodore von Karman, Hungarian-American mathematician, aerospace engineer, and physicist
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Business Journal has learned.
The commercial real estate investor, which

has made a string of large healthcare and
medical office purchases in recent years, paid
about $102.4 million for the nine-building of-
fice park that spans almost 450,000 square
feet near the intersection of Von Karman Av-
enue and Alton Parkway. 

EQ Office—previously known as Equity
Office—sold the 24-acre site for about $230
per square foot, or $90 per land foot, real es-
tate sources tell the Business Journal. 

The deal is among the largest office sales in

Orange County over the past year
“The value of this property is in the land,”

IRA co-founder and Principal Amer Kasm
told the Business Journal. “It’s rare to come
across a contiguous parcel of this size in
Irvine. We saw the opportunity to reposition
it in the long-term into its highest and best
use.” 

IRA is exploring several new uses for the
site, such as lifescience and multifamily, but
the short-term goal is to “continue to own and
operate the asset as is and make sure existing
tenants are happy.”

“It’s a long-term play for us,” Kasm said. 

Healthcare Outperforms
EQ Office, a subsidiary of New York invest-

ment firm Blackstone, acquired VKCC as
part of a portfolio deal in 2015, and kicked off
a creative office conversion for the low-rise
campus two years later. 

The site includes wellness and fitness
components, concierge services and various
food and beverage options among other
amenities. 

The project was about 60% leased at the
time of sale with large tenants including West-
cliff University and Consumer Direct. 

A drop in demand for the office sector from
investors and tenants alike in the wake of the
pandemic has prompted a surge in conversion
and redevelopment projects across the region. 

IRA is no different, with new plans for
once-popular creative office projects across its

portfolio. 
“The office market has been hit signifi-

cantly, and many are questioning the long-
term viability,” Kasm said. “There’s a
tremendous opportunity to look at sites where
there’s a higher need than traditional office.” 

IRA counts a portfolio of about 8 million
square feet; nearly 70% of that is comprised
of healthcare and medical offices, with the
balance made up of traditional office, retail
and multifamily. 

“Our entire healthcare portfolio is close to
99% leased, which speaks to how strong the
sector is,” Kasm said. 

As such, healthcare is a top product type op-
tion for VKCC, though the firm is also bullish
on lifescience, multifamily and industrial. 

Ex-Anduril Site 
The purchase comes a little more than a year

after IRA purchased Anduril Industries’ former
headquarters in Irvine for $103 million. The
nearly 155,000-square-foot building at 2722
Michelson is about 2 miles from VKCC.

Anduril relocated last year to its new, larger
base at The Press in Costa Mesa; the Irvine
building is now occupied by advertising and
media-focused tech company Viant Technol-
ogy Inc. (Nasdaq: DSP) and electric motor-
bike company Super73. 

IRA is in the early stages of redeveloping
the office, at the busy intersection of Jam-
boree Road and Michelson, into a mixed-use
site involving multifamily and other compo-
nents. 

“The corner lends itself well to residential
and mixed-use components,” Kasm said. 

Across the street, Miami-based home-
builder Lennar is nearing completion on a
285-unit residential project at its Central Park
West development; and a 6-acre parcel next
door is making way for a 137,000-square-foot
industrial project headed by Black Creek
Group. n

� from page 1
VKCC

IRA Capital LLC

n FOUNDED: 2010
n HEADQUARTERS: Irvine
n PRINCIPALS: Amer Kasm; Amer Malas;
Jay Gangwal; Mohannad Malas; Samir Patel
n BUSINESS: private real estate investor 
n PORTFOLIO: 8M SF 
n NOTABLE: planning long-term redevelop-
ment plans for VKCC office campus in Irvine 

IRA is in early discussions for a mixed-use redevelopment of 2722 Michelson
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Name of School: Irvine Public Schools Foundation 
Head of School: Neda Eaton, President & CEO
Address: 1 Post, Suite 250, Irvine, CA 92688 
Website: www.ipsf.net 
Grade Levels: PK-12 
Total Enrollment: 36,000
Student to Faculty Ratio: varies
Average Class Size: varies
Application Deadline for the 2023/24 School Year: N/A
Type of School: Summer and After School Enrichment
Steam Mission: IPSF’s mission is to enrich the educational experience of each child in every
school. We achieve this by providing programs, raising funds, and uniting the community in
support of educational excellence.

Name of School: St. Mary’s School
Head of School: Doug Patterson
Address: 7 Pursuit, Aliso Viejo, CA 92656
Website: www.smaa.org
Grade Levels: Early Education through Grade 8
Total Enrollment: 715
Average Class Size: EEP 1:6-9; Lower School (K-2) 1:9; Lower School (3-5)
1:10; Middle School (6-8) 1:18.
Application Deadline for the 2023/24 School Year: January 2023 for first round; Rolling
Admission. Apply at www.smaa.org
Type of School: Independent, International Baccalaureate school.
Steam Mission: St. Mary’s is committed to creating transformative educational experiences
designed to solve real-world problems, explore different ideas and inspire flexible and
persistent problem-solvers. STEAM is at the foundation of an International Baccalaureate
education.

Name of School: Stratford School 
Head of School: P.L. deAvila 
Address: 24741 Chrisanta Drive, Mission Viejo, CA 92691
Website: www.stratfordmissionviejo.com 
Grade Levels: Preschool - Middle School 
Total Enrollment: 425 in Southern California
Student to Faculty Ratio: 1:12 Preschool, 1:15 Kindergarten, 1:22 Elementary/Middle School
Average Class Size: Varies by campus location 
Application Deadline for the 2023/24 School Year: Open enrollment as long as space is
available
Type of School: Private 
Steam Mission: Stratford School’s accelerated STEAM curriculum balances academic rigor with
a caring learning environment where students learn a growth mindset and treat each challenge
as an opportunity for success in the future years!

Name of School: TVT Community Day School 
Head of School: Jill Quigley
Address: 5 Federation Way, Irvine CA 92603 
Website: www.TARBUT.com 
Grade Levels: TK-12 
Total Enrollment: 820
Student to Faculty Ratio: 9:1
Average Class Size: 17
Application Deadline for the 2023/24 School Year: Rolling
Type of School: Independent 
Steam Mission: STEAM at TVT emphasizes a hands-on learning experience while engaging
students in the most current body of scientific knowledge, practices, and technologies. By pushing
the boundaries, TVT keeps faculty practice sharp, maintains focus on the future, prioritizes essential
learning, and continuously develops and assesses a modern curriculum.
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