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CSUF ALUMNA CHANGING THE GAME

Many professional baseball players launched their
careers at Cal State Fullerton. Kelsie Whitmore is
no exception. The former Titan softball standout
made history when she became the first woman to
play in the Atlantic League, one of four Major
League Baseball partner leagues. The Class of
2020 and 2022 grad was empowered by her CSUF
coaches, teammates, and professional develop-
ment opportunities. “Their support helped me open
up about my hopes for the future.”

 

FUTURE PEDIATRICIAN EXCEEDS HER 
OWN EXPECTATIONS

Alexis Ruiz always knew she would graduate from
college, but she never imagined she could attend
medical school. It was the words of an assistant
dean at Cal State Fullerton that ultimately changed
the first-generation college student’s path for the
better. “You made it to CSUF. If you can make it
here, you can be a doctor.” Empowered by the sup-
port that she received, Ruiz graduated with a bach-
elor’s degree in Childhood Adolescence and
Development. Ruiz plans to pursue her goal of be-
coming a doctor in pediatric oncology.

Titans of Empowerment

“I never saw
myself doing
anything else.” 

- Kelsie Whitmore

“She believed in
me. She looked at
me, heard my life
story, saw my
academic history,
and said, ‘You
made it to CSUF…
you can be a
doctor’”

- Alexis Ruiz

Kelsie and Alexis are just
two examples of graduates
who experienced Cal State
Fullerton’s commitment to
advancing student success.
This empowered them to
pursue their passions and
career paths.

From admissions through
commencement, CSUF
works to empower all Titan
students to reach their fullest
potential. 

Learn more at
https://campaign.fullerton.ed
u/empowerment

Increasing Opportunities for High-Achieving Students
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CHAT GPT AT CONCORDIA: FACULTY PERSPECTIVES

“If we take the position as faculty that [AI] is a cheating tool and we 
need to forbid it, none of our students will be ready for the real world 
when they graduate. We need to teach them to leverage this tool so it 

can maximize what they are capable of delivering.”
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E is for Engineering! How Stratford’s Engineering Curriculum Takes Students 
to the Next Level in STEM/STEAM Education

Engineering, the all-important “E” in STEM and STEAM 
education – in this new age of technology, a robust engineering 
curriculum is more essential than ever. At Stratford School, 

our engineering curriculum is designed to prepare students to meet 
the unique challenges of the future armed with a solid engineering 
foundation from which they can build upon, whether they choose to 
continue their studies in any of the many engineering specialties that 
exist today or use those critical engineering principles to improve 
systems and solve problems in any field they decide to go into.

Engineers develop new technologies or improve existing ones to 
increase their benefits, decrease known risks, and meet societal 
demands. They ask questions, define problems, plan, investigate, 
construct explanations, and design solutions. Children are naturally 
curious:  they are eager to learn the “how and why” of everything: 
from “why does a beaver build a dam” to “how does a windmill 
work?” We encourage our curious and budding engineers of the 
future to understand the answers to these questions through hands-
on engineering projects embedded in Preschool to Middle School 
science and engineering curriculum. Critical thinking, innovation, 
collaboration, and communication skills are intricately woven into the 
topics that students learn in their Next Generation Science Standards 
(NGSS) aligned science curriculum.   

Starting Engineering Concepts Early
Early learners, Preschool and Pre-Kindergarten 
students, love working with their hands! You can 
hear the exciting sounds and playful investigations 
in the classrooms during a science unit on-ramps 
and pathways. What might seem like simple play is 
actually quite complex, as children tackle big ideas 
around energy, force, and motion. After exploring 
the relationship between materials, the learning 
culminates in a design challenge: build a system 

that a small marble can move through. Our early engineers eagerly 
build, test, and try again until they achieve success together. In addition 
to feeling a sense of accomplishment, the children begin to understand 
how mistakes are opportunities to learn…a lesson for a lifetime!

Designing Solutions for the Future in Middle School
In addition to being integrated into the science curriculum, 
engineering is also offered as a choice elective at Stratford Middle 
School. Students who take Engineering design a sustainable futuristic 
city using engineering design principles and participate in the 
FutureCity Competition every year. Our students have consistently 
demonstrated innovative thinking in creating physical models of the 
city using mainly recycled materials. Stratford teams have placed in 
the top five positions in the past several years. This year’s FutureCity 
theme was to build a waste-free city based on the principles of a 
circular economy. Stratford students secured the first position in the 
regional competition and moved on to the national level. Students 
worked hard to create a future city that produces zero waste, can 
accommodate any age or ethnicity, and can ensure the comfort, 
safety, and convenience of its residents. A summary of the numerous 
components that make their city unique include the water filtration 
system, which filters water to be reused, the stacked agriculture 
farms that mimic natural environments and minimize space use, 

solar panels, wind turbines, and other examples of 
renewable energy.

At Stratford, in addition to developing the skills of 
creativity, curiosity, and perseverance through the 
engineering design process, our students learn a 
growth mindset and treat each challenge as  
an opportunity for growth and success in the 
future years!

Interested in learning more?   
Visit us at www.stratfordschools.com.

“Scientists study the world as it is; engineers create the world that has never been.”  
– Theodore von Karman, Hungarian-American mathematician, aerospace engineer, and physicist
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Schedule your private tour today!  
Visit StratfordSchools.com/tours
NOW ENROLLING Preschool through Middle School*

Our other Southern California campus  Altadena
*Grades offered vary by location. Preschool State License: 304371162. Copyright © 2024 Stratford Schools, Inc.

Mission Viejo
24741 Chrisanta Drive

(949) 458-1776

Explore Stratford’s academically 
advanced and intentionally balanced 

STEAM-based curriculum and see 
firsthand how we inspire students to 
become critical thinkers, imaginative 

innovators, and confident leaders.

JOIN US FOR A

TOUR

  THE
EXTRAORDINARY
      HAPPENS

  

WHEN STUDENTS ARE INSPIRED 
BY A ROBUST CURRICULUM
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Orange County is one of the fastest-growing and most diverse business sectors in the
United States, creating a high demand for skilled and dynamic talent to support its
growth. Irvine Public Schools Foundation (IPSF) continues to build bridges between
academic and business communities to create opportunities for students to gain the
skills, confidence, and passion required to be successful in today’s competitive
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Mathematics) workforce.   

For 27 years, IPSF’s mission to provide programs, raise funds, and unite the
community in support of educational excellence has resulted in tremendous impact in
the quality and equity in public schools. IPSF has contributed more than $100 million
in grants and program support to public education since 1996,
making it one of the leading education foundations in the
nation. 

Fueling Innovation 
Making schools centers of innovation can only be achieved if
teachers have opportunities to bring revolutionary learning
opportunities to life. IPSF has awarded over $2.5 million
through its Innovative Grants Program to support innovation in
schools, launch new curriculum, and improve students’
educational experiences. In the last five years, the Innovative
Grants Program has awarded grant funding to 90% of Irvine
Unified K-12 schools, benefiting thousands of students. 

“In order to prepare students for the future, we must provide
them with hands-on experiences and skills that they can apply
to real world situations,” explains Neda Eaton, President &
CEO of Irvine Public Schools Foundation. “We are proud to
support educators who are passionate about elevating student
learning far beyond standard academic curriculum.” 

The Innovative Grants Program provides students access to
expanded learning through groundbreaking projects including a
hands-on aquaponics and aquaculture elementary school
science class, a high school elective on climate science that not
only educates but empowers students to take action, a harmony
playground that introduces Kindergarten students to the
principles of music through outdoor play, and many more. These
grants help to fund innovative approaches that bring deeper meaning to curriculum and
broaden opportunities for critical thinking, creativity, and problem solving. 

Big Ideas, Big Impact
When Woodbridge High School teacher Daniel Pilchman came to IPSF with his idea to
teach students about waves, electricity, magnetism, and engineering by constructing
and playing electric guitars, an IPSF Innovation Grant made his big idea a reality.

The Makerspace Guitar Project is a collaboration between Woodbridge High School’s
Makerspace and Physics department that leverages students’ interest in music and
performance to help them engage with abstract and complex concepts, including
electricity and magnetism, in the high school science curriculum.
This past year, IPSF extended multi-year support for the successful program to create
new progressive courses to be launched across the next few years in animatronics
and dual enrollment courses with Irvine Valley College in advanced design and
prototyping.

The Innovative Grants Program allows IPSF to make an immediate impact in
classrooms by supporting new approaches to teaching and learning that continue to
push innovation forward in schools. With contributions from community and corporate
supporters, IPSF funds innovative projects to ensure Irvine’s place at the leading edge
of educational excellence. 

Ensuring Access to Opportunities
Through afterschool and summer enrichment programs, IPSF encourages students to
explore their interests and discover new passions. With courses including coding,
robotics, theater, debate, and entrepreneurship, students apply what they learn during

Advancing Student Opportunities For Tomorrow’s Workforce
the school day in new ways, while also collaborating with students outside of their
traditional classes. 

By nurturing the spark of curiosity within each child, students are empowered to grow
and discover their own unique gifts, talents, and passions. IPSF enrichment programs
also provide students with positive mental health outcomes, with a staggering 85% of
parents reporting that IPSF classes had a positive impact on their child’s self-esteem.

IPSF’s commitment to high-quality educational enrichment for every child includes
scholarships for families with financial need. The organization believes that all students

should be able to participate in a variety of STEAM courses,
regardless of their ability to pay. Generous contributions from
leading corporate partners like AutoNation Toyota Cerritos,
Experian, FUTEK, and Google help ensure that all students have
access to opportunities that will educate, engage, and inspire the
future leaders of our community.

Connecting Education and Industry
Early exposure to real-world application of academic study has
proven to be a successful formula for inspiring more interest in
STEAM-related fields and majors. IPSF has remained steadfast
in its commitment to STEAM education to empower K-12
students to be curious learners who seek creative solutions to
problems, and in the process develop the soft and hard skills
necessary to succeed in college and future careers.

Long-term investment in STEAM through initiatives including
Ask a Scientist Night, Career Technical Education Pathways,
and Science Fair, put Irvine students ahead of the curve. These
efforts are making an impact, with Irvine students consistently
outperforming their peers in these subjects. In 2023 Advanced
Placement (AP) testing, Irvine students scored on average 20%
higher in science and art disciplines than students across
California.

Through robust partnerships IPSF continues to explore new
approaches to inspire student interest in STEAM careers by
collaborating with educators on programs and events that bring

together academic and corporate partners. 

“With so many challenges facing students today, it is more important than ever that
they have access to enrichment opportunities that inspire wonder and provide a
creative outlet,” explains Javad Mokhbery, President & CEO, FUTEK. “Through our
partnership with IPSF, we are able to positively impact students’ K-12 educational
journeys, so they are prepared to meet the challenges of today and of the future.” 

Stepping Up for Students
Known as the “City of Innovation,” Irvine embodies the traits of a successful tech hub
city with outstanding K-12 schools and universities that provide a readily available
workforce and a strong base of talent. From small businesses to global leaders,
corporate supporters understand that educational excellence is crucial to maintaining
Orange County’s position as a leader in innovation. 

“What makes Irvine so special is how we as a community have remained committed to
the principles of education and innovation established over 50 years ago,” says City of
Irvine Mayor Farrah N. Khan. “The City is proud of its significant investment and
partnership with IPSF to unite our business leaders, parents, and educators in support
of educational excellence for our students. By working together as a community, we
can prepare and nurture the next generation of leaders who will propel this region
forward for years to come.”

If you are interested in learning more about partnering with IPSF and becoming one of
the Top 100 Corporate & Community Partners Supporting Educational Excellence,
please contact President & CEO Neda Eaton at neaton@ipsf.net. To learn more about
Irvine Public Schools Foundation, visit www.ipsf.net. 
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Name of School: Irvine Public Schools Foundation
Head of School: Neda Eaton, President & CEO 
Address: 1 Post, Suite 250, Irvine, CA 92618 
Website: www.ipsf.net
Grade Levels: PK-12
Total Enrollment: 36,000 
Student to Faculty Ratio: varies 
Average Class Size: varies 
Type of School: Summer and After School Enrichment
Steam Mission: IPSF’s mission is to enrich the educational experience of each
child in every school. We achieve this by providing programs, raising funds, and
uniting the community in support of educational excellence.

Name of School: Mater Dei High School
Head of School: Michael Brennan, President and Frances Clare Principal
ADDRESS: 1202 W. Edinger Avenue, Santa Ana, CA 92707
Website: www.materdei.org
Grade Levels: 9-12
Total Enrollment: 1,995
Student to Faculty Ratio: 25:1
Average Class Size: 25-30
Application Deadline for The 24/25 School Year: 12/11/23 (Early
Qualification), 2/9/2024 (Regular Decision) – rolling admissions after 2/9/2024
Type of School: Coeducational, college preparatory Diocesan Catholic high
school
STEAM Mission: Rooted in our Catholic faith and guided by our tradition of
HONOR, GLORY, and LOVE, our mission is to inspire curiosity, awaken
creativity, nurture critical thinking, cultivate collaboration, integrate faith and
reason, promote technological literacy, encourage service-oriented leadership,
provide real-world experiences, foster a growth mindset, and develop our
students into ethical, inspirational leaders who will positively impact their
communities and the world.

Name of School: St. Mary’s School
Head of School: Doug Patterson
Address: 7 Pursuit, Aliso Viejo, CA 92656
Website: www.smaa.org
Grade Levels: Early Education through Grade 8
Total Enrollment: 715
Average Class Size: EEP 1:6-9; Lower School (K-2) 1:9; Lower School (3-5)
1:10; Middle School (6-8) 1:18.
Application Deadline for the 2024/25 School Year: January 2024 for first round;
Rolling Admission. Apply at www.smaa.org
Type of School: Independent, International Baccalaureate school.
Steam Mission: St. Mary’s is committed to creating transformative educational
experiences designed to solve real-world problems, explore different ideas and
inspire flexible and persistent problem-solvers. STEAM is at the foundation of an
International Baccalaureate education.

Name of School: Stratford School
Head of School:  P.L. de Avila
Address: 24741 Chrisanta Drive, Mission Viejo, CA 92691
Website: www.stratfordmissionviejo.com
Total Enrollment:  530 in Southern California
Student to Faculty Ration: 1:12 Preschool; 1:15 Kindergarten; 1:22
Elementary/Middle School
Average Class Size: Varies depending on location and grade level
Application Deadline for the 24/25 School Year:  Open enrollment as long as
space is available in the desired grade level
Type of School:  Private
Steam Mission: From Preschool through Grade 8, Stratford’s curriculum is
infused with sequential instruction in Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and
Mathematics — “STEAM” — to help students develop a diverse set of problem-
solving skills and talents they’ll need in today’s world. We accomplish this through
a unique cross-disciplinary approach that enhances critical thinking, integrates
ideas from multiple subjects, and ultimately expands student learning.

K-12 STEAM GUIDE - Directory

*Tickets are non-refundable. Ticket price includes a one year subscription to the Orange County Business Journal
($30 allocated to the subscription). New subscribers only. Current subscribers may gift the subscription to a colleague.

FINAL CALL FOR NOMINATIONS!
Deadine: February 7, 2024

Nomination Information
Visit: www.ocbj.com/events or 

contact Melanie Collins, 
Signature Events Manager, at

949.664.5065 or collins@ocbj.com. 

The 2024 CFO of the Year Awards are presented to local 
� nancial professionals for outstanding performance as 
corporate stewards for the preceding � scal year.  

Diamond Sponsors Platinum Sponsors

Gold Sponsors Silver Sponsor

Murray Rudin
Managing Director,
RLH Equity Partners

The 17th Annual

Master of Ceremonies

May 9, 2024
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

Tickets*: $285 
Table of 10: $2,700

Dinner & Awards Program
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