
Christian J. Keeney - Principal, Jackson Lewis P.C.
Christian J. Keeney is a principal in the Orange County, California, offi ce of Jackson Lewis P.C. Keeney focuses his dedication 
and commitment to defending employers in all types of employment law matters. His knowledge and experience extends to class 
actions, discrimination and harassment, and wrongful termination cases, as well as handling investigations and charges from 
government agencies. Recognizing the unique circumstances of each case, Keeney rejects the “one-size-fi ts-all” approach, 
opting instead to tailor his strategies to suit the specifi c needs and objectives of his clients. Clients have consistently praised 
Keeney in satisfaction surveys, noting his relentless work ethic, responsiveness, and invaluable insight. Described as a “tireless 
worker” and an “excellent resource,” he has earned his reputation as a top-tier attorney in the fi eld. His high standing is also 
refl ected in his recognition amongst his peers by Super Lawyers.

Nikole Kingston is an experienced M&A lawyer who represents a broad range of clients, including start-up, emerging growth, and 
Fortune 500 companies, as well as private equity fi rms, family owned entities, and individual owners, shareholders, and principals. 
She counsels companies with operations and interests in a broad range of industries, including health care, technology, personal 
care products, general consumer products, manufacturing, food, and agriculture, and has represented her clients in a wide 
range of business transactions, including stock and asset acquisitions, mergers, going-private transactions, minority investments, 
leveraged buyouts, joint ventures, related fi nancings, spin-offs, and tender offers. Kingston serves as O’Melveny’s Firmwide Hiring 
Partner, responsible for managing recruiting efforts across O’Melveny’s 18 offi ces and is also an adjunct professor at The 
University of California, Irvine School of Law teaching Mergers & Acquisitions.

Nikole Kingston - Partner, O’Melveny & Myers LLP
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Michael I. Katz is the managing partner of Katz Ruby Carle LLP, a premier boutique litigation fi rm known for its sophisticated 
handling of high-stakes disputes. With over three decades of litigation experience, Katz is recognized as one of the leading trade 
secret lawyers in California and across the United States. His strategic insight and relentless advocacy have driven numerous 
landmark victories in both courtrooms and behind-the-scenes resolutions. Before founding Katz Ruby Carle, Katz was a partner in 
the Intellectual Property and Business Litigation groups at Morrison & Foerster LLP, where he led and won complex, high-profi le 
cases. His litigation practice spans a wide array of industries—including semiconductors, software, medical devices, 
healthcare, biotech, manufacturing, energy, and agriculture—representing clients ranging from Fortune 100 companies to 
regional businesses and family enterprises. A formidable force in any legal forum, Katz combines legal excellence with strategic 
discretion, earning him the respect of clients, colleagues, and adversaries alike.

Michael I. Katz - Managing Partner, Katz Ruby & Carle LLP

Jason Anderson represents business owners and managers of closely held businesses in disputes over ownership, control, and 
direction, often arising from their success. He has successfully litigated these matters in California and Delaware courts, as well 
as in private arbitration. Known for his aggressive, strategic, and practical approach, Anderson frequently negotiates business 
separations, commonly referred to as “business divorces”, to minimize fi nancial and reputational damage while preserving 
long-term growth. With over 30 years of experience, Anderson has also represented oil companies, auto manufacturers, tech 
fi rms, pharmaceutical and medical device companies, fi nancial institutions, and celebrities. His litigation work covers securities, 
M&A, trade secrets, defamation, class actions, and real estate disputes.

Jason Anderson - Shareholder, Stradling Yocca Carlson & Rauth

John Bradley’s experience and in-depth knowledge enable him to effectively represent public and private companies in a variety 
of corporate and securities matters. His practice includes representation in mergers and acquisitions on behalf of buyers and 
sellers; corporate governance and advising senior executives, directors, and public company boards and committees; periodic 
and other reporting under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934; debt and equity securities offerings venture capital fi nancings; 
software licensing transactions; and drafting and negotiating a wide variety of business agreements.

John Bradley - Partner, Troutman Pepper Locke LLP

Steve Hanle is a technology litigator who has dedicated his 30-year career to safeguarding the rights of patent holders and 
defending competitors accused of infringement. In high stakes situations, his strategic and practical approach aggressively 
protects the years of research and development his clients have poured into technologies behind medical devices, 
pharmaceuticals, telecommunications, optical advancements, automotive, and mechanical processes. He has an outstanding 
record of winning cases on summary judgment, thereby avoiding the expense of trial, but also succeeds before juries, judges, 
and on appeal when necessary. Hanle frequently leverages interim victories to achieve ideal settlements. In addition to patent 
cases, Hanle represents companies in federal court on trade secrets, unfair competition, trademarks, and complex business and 
licensing disputes. He also provides pre-litigation advice based on his extensive experience to help companies navigate 
intellectual property risks.

Steve Hanle - Partner, Stradling Yocca Carlson & Rauth

Gloria Lee - Partner, Rutan & Tucker LLP
Gloria Lee is the fi rm’s client relations partner and responsible for the strategic growth of business development opportunities 
for the Firm’s attorneys and the implementation of client relationship initiatives for the Firm. Prior to becoming the fi rm’s client 
relations partner, Lee focused on the fi nancing and development of commercial, residential and resort properties. Her practice 
included representing lenders, developers, landlords and tenants in all aspects of real estate transactions, including real estate 
secured fi nancings, acquisitions, dispositions, title review and due diligence analysis. She also has experience with the 
structuring, development and regulation of residential, commercial, condominium, timeshare, and fractional use planned 
developments and associations. Lee is active in the community and currently serves on three non-profi t boards including the 
Board of Trustees of Olive Crest and the Council of Korean Americans. 

Vince Verde is the head of the fi rm’s Trial Practice Group. He is a litigator and former prosecutor with extensive jury and 
non-jury trial experience. He has tried and won jury trials in multiple jurisdictions and represents employers in state and federal 
courts in single and multi-plaintiff actions. He founded Ogletree’s Orange County offi ce and was instrumental in the creation of 
Ogletree Trial University. His diverse practice includes the representation of regional and national clients in all phases of 
litigation involving employment, labor matters, commercial disputes, insurance and coverage matters, including D&O, E&O, and 
health and disability. He has handled claims involving unfair competition, trade secret and non-compete matters, workplace 
violence, intellectual property rights, class action lawsuits, and claims against insurance agents and brokers. He has extensive 
experience in all areas of employment law, including wrongful termination, retaliation and 1102.5 claims, discrimination, 
harassment, wage and hour issues, family and medical leave, disability discrimination and accommodation, and employee privacy 
Verde draws on his skills as a trial attorney in order to successfully resolve matters early in litigation or obtain dismissals 
through summary judgment.

Vince Verde - Equity Shareholder, Ogletree Deakins

Peter Villar is a seasoned trial attorney who has successfully tried and defended dozens of high-stakes commercial disputes 
across the U.S. including several of the largest cases in the Central District of California. Villar represents companies across a 
spectrum of industries including private equity, technology, aerospace, apparel, manufacturing, energy, fi nance, life sciences, 
and real estate, and has litigated claims of securities fraud, breach of fi duciary duty, unfair competition, among others. 
Villar also has served on the board of directors of the Association of Business Trial Lawyers, Federal Bar Association, and 
Constitutional Rights Foundation. Additionally, Villar was recognized as a Best Lawyer in America for Securities (2025), 
and Commercial Litigation (2025).

Peter Villar - Offi ce Managing Partner, Troutman Pepper Locke LLP

Todd R. Wulffson is the Orange County Offi ce Managing Partner of CDF Labor Law LLP, a California-based defense labor, 
employment and immigration law fi rm with offi ces throughout the state. Wulffson has focused his practice on counseling and 
defending businesses in labor and employment matters for over 30 years. In addition to private practice, from 2006-2010, he 
served as general counsel and SVP of Human Resources to Palace Entertainment. Wulffson is also a frequent speaker, author 
and resource to employers with workforces in California on employment-related matters ranging from terminations, sexual 
harassment, pay practices, and classifi cation of employees.

Todd R. Wulffson - Orange County Offi ce Managing Partner, CDF Labor Law LLP

Wendy Peterson is general counsel to the Firm and handles all of its internal legal matters. Prior to joining Knobbe Martens in 
2002, Peterson was general counsel of Wynn Oil Company, a manufacturer of automotive additives and provider of service 
contracts, and assistant general counsel of Parker-Hannifi n Corporation’s Seal Group, a manufacturer of rubber and engineered 
plastic products. From 1993 to 2000, Peterson was assistant general counsel of Wynn’s International, Inc., a publicly-held 
corporation traded on the NYSE. From 1995 to 2000, Peterson also served as corporate secretary to Wynn’s International. From 
1985 to 1993, Peterson was a corporate and securities law attorney with O’Melveny & Myers. At O’Melveny, Peterson’s practice 
focused on mergers and acquisitions, equity and debt fi nancings, SEC compliance and general corporate law advice. Peterson is 
active in the community, having served on the boards of directors of SoCal Legal Aid and the American Heart Association 
Orange County. She currently serves on the board of directors of Human Options, American Cancer Society Orange County, 
and the Pacifi c Asian Center for Entrepreneurship at the University of Hawaii.

Wendy Peterson - General Counsel, Knobbe Martens

Joel Staples - Advisor, Cooper McManus
Joel Staples earned a baseball scholarship to St. Mary’s College of California and was drafted by the Florida Marlins in 2008, 
playing two seasons. After baseball, he practiced law before pivoting to wealth management in 2016. He began at Northwestern 
Mutual, later joining DJM Financial, where he helped manage over $1 billion in client assets. In 2022, he brought his practice to 
Cooper McManus, where he now helps to lead the team and has been instrumental in growing the fi rm’s assets to more than 
$1 billion. Staples and his team are go-to advisors for high-net-worth individuals, families, settlement specialists, and plaintiffs’ 
attorneys seeking bespoke fi nancial strategies for themselves or their clients. Whether managing the complexities of a signifi cant 
liquidity event, structuring estate plans, or optimizing one’s portfolio for tax effi ciency, they excel at turning complexity into 
opportunity. Staples resides in Tustin, California with his wife, Mirranda, and their two kids, Cooper and Cortland. He is an active 
member of Compass Bible Church in Aliso Viejo. In his spare time, he enjoys spending time with his family, escaping to the 
outdoors in Lake Arrowhead, and playing basketball.

Richard Reisman is publisher of the Orange County Business Journal. Reisman joined the Business Journal in 1990. Since then, 
the publication’s acceptance by the business community has been dramatic. Paid circulation and advertising volume has grown 
signifi cantly, making it possibly the top Business Journal in the country. Prior to the business journal, Reisman was director of 
marketing for the Orange County edition of The Los Angeles Times. Earlier in his career, Reisman practiced law in San Francisco 
and Washington, D.C. While in private practice in Washington, Reisman served as special counsel to the House Ethics Committee. 
Reisman holds an MBA from UCLA, where he was awarded the R.C. Baker Foundation Fellowship, and a law degree from 
George Washington University, where he graduated with honors. Reisman is listed in “Who’s Who in America” and has 
served on numerous boards.

Richard Reisman - Publisher, Orange County Business Journal

Patricia Matias is a principal in the Orange County, California, offi ce of Jackson Lewis P.C. and is a co-leader of Jackson Lewis’ 
Hispanic resource group. Matias’ broad base of experience gained through practicing employment law for over 15 years makes 
her a powerful advocate for her clients. She successfully defends employers in high-stakes, single-plaintiff litigation, including 
discrimination, harassment, retaliation, and wrongful termination matters, as well as in complex Private Attorneys General Act 
and class action matters. In addition to litigation, Matias provides practical advice regarding personnel policies and decisions, 
performs workplace investigations, conducts audits, and provides management training. She regularly advises her clients on 
employment laws, such as those involving wage and hour compliance, leaves of absence, reasonable accommodations, and 
workplace investigations. Matias helps her clients navigate everchanging legal requirements in a manner that is business-
oriented and focused on avoiding litigation and reducing risk while keeping her client’s goals in mind. 

Patricia Matias - Principal, Jackson Lewis P.C.

Mark Itri is the Partner-in-Charge of the fi rm’s Orange County offi ce. He concentrates his practice on the preparation and 
prosecution of patent and trademark applications and litigation matters, focusing on high technology relating to electronics and 
computer software arts, semiconductors, analog circuitry, microprocessor design, Internet of Things, image processing, pattern 
and speech recognition, server and network systems, WiFi and Bluetooth, mechanical devices, medical devices, solid state 
memories, authentication, cyber security, instruments, AI and machine learning, and unmanned and autonomous vehicles. He also 
negotiates and drafts technology transfer agreements, joint development agreements and licenses and advises his clients on 
strategic IP planning, patent and trademark portfolio management, freedom to operate and other opinion work and due diligence 
in connection with technology and trademark acquisitions. A former electrical engineer, Itri worked in the research and 
development of microprocessor designs and fl ight control systems in the private aerospace industry, giving him an insider’s 
perspective of the patent and trademark process. He has been named among the Daily Journal’s Top 25 Portfolio Managers, one 
of the leading lawyers in the U.S. for utility and design patent prosecution by The Legal 500, and as one of “The World’s Leading 
Patent Practitioners” by Intellectual Asset Management (IAM) Patent 1000.

Mark Itri - Partner in Charge, Baker & Hostetler LLP


