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Key Facts: 
• Founded 1988  
• 100 Faculty & Staff  
• 503 Students  
• Ages served: 18 months – 15 years old  
• 33% Lifers  
• STEAM Focus   
• 4 Accreditations & Affiliations  
  
For nearly 40 years, St. John’s has been a cornerstone of the Rancho Santa 
Margarita community, offering a rigorous education grounded in faith, character, 
and a deep commitment to each child. Today, the school is entering a new 
chapter, and reimagining what an Early Childhood through eighth grade education 
can and should be.   
 
St. John’s is a school that honors its history while asking a bigger question: What 
should an education look like for the world our students are preparing to 
enter? With new leadership, a bold strategic vision, and an expansive outdoor 
learning project taking shape on campus, St. John’s is answering that question 
with purpose.   
 
Leadership Rooted in Relationships  
Ryan Bourke, St. John’s new Head of School, brings 16 years of school 
leadership experience across public and independent schools, large 
urban systems, and close-knit communities in New York and California. At the core 
of his approach, one conviction has remained constant: strong schools are built on 
strong relationships.   
 
“Our responsibility extends well beyond preparing children for the next grade 
level, the next school, or even the next academic milestone,” Bourke says. “We 
are helping young people become intellectually curious, compassionate in spirit, 
courageous in leadership, and grounded in faith. That is our calling, our 
responsibility, and our greatest privilege.”   
 
That philosophy is at the heart of what comes next: a school intimate enough to 
know every child and ambitious enough to reimagine what education can be.   
 
Preparing Students for the Journey Ahead   
St. John’s emerging vision is built around three defining flagships: 
Creativity, Innovation, and the Human Journey.   
 
Creativity gives students the confidence to imagine what does not yet 
exist cultivated through writing, art, engineering, music, mathematical problem-
solving, and entrepreneurship. More than a subject, creativity is an essential habit 
of mind woven throughout interdisciplinary learning.   
 
Innovation turns creative thinking into action. Guided by the five Principles of 
Innovation, students are challenged to identify problems, test ideas, evaluate 

Bold  by Design: A New Chapter for St. John’s Episcopal School

evidence, learn from setbacks, and improve their work. As artificial intelligence 
and emerging technologies reshape the world, St. John’s teaches students not 
only how to use new tools, but when, why, and how to use them thoughtfully.    
 
The Human Journey connects it all, reminding students that education is a lifelong 
journey of leaning, discovery and growth. Students explore how people across 
civilizations and generations have solved problems, created meaning, and shaped 
the world around them. History, science, and art become interconnected lenses for 
understanding what it means to be human, an imagining what might be possible 
next.   
 
“A great education should help students understand the world they have 
inherited and give them the confidence and capacity to make it better,” Bourke 
says. “We want our students to leave St. John’s believing that their ideas matter, 
their character matters, and their actions can and will have an impact.”   
 
A Campus Becomes a Living Classroom   
The most visible expression of this philosophy is taking shape on campus with a 
new Ecology Center. Phase 1 is under construction and expected to be completed 
in November. This expansive outdoor environment will extend learning beyond the 
classroom, inviting students to explore, question, create, and connect ideas across 
disciplines.    
 
A science lesson might begin with soil, pollinators, water, and plant 
life. Mathematics can guide the design of growing spaces, while history, writing, art, 
architecture, engineering, nutrition, and entrepreneurship converge through 
projects that move from the garden and continue into the kitchen, 
classroom, and community.   
 
Students will not simply read about sustainability; they will practice it. They will 
plant, cultivate, harvest, prepare, and share what they grow. In the process, they 
will experience the natural world as something living, interconnected, and worthy of 
their care.   
 
Small Enough to Know Each Child. Bold Enough to Transform Education.   
As St. John’s approaches its 40th anniversary, the school is drawing strength from 
its history while looking confidently toward the future. Its Episcopal foundation 
continues to shape a community grounded in faith, belonging, compassion, and 
service. At the same time, its vision is decisively forward-looking.   
 
Innovation does not come at the expense of relationships. Academic rigor does not 
require sacrificing childhood. Technology does not replace human connection. 
Tradition and transformation are not treated as opposites, rather they work together 
to prepare students for a changing world.   
 
Prospective families and friends are invited to experience St. John’s in person and 
are welcome to schedule an admissions visit. For more information about St. 
John’s Episcopal School, call 949.858.5144 or visit www.stjohns-es.org. 

B-38  ORANGE COUNTY BUSINESS JOURNAL                                                                           LEADING K-12 SCHOOLS SEPTEMBER 21, 2026

EDUCATION Supp.qxp_Layout 1  9/18/26  11:36 AM  Page 38



EDUCATION Supp.qxp_Layout 1  9/18/26  11:36 AM  Page 39



EDUCATION Supp.qxp_Layout 1  9/18/26  11:36 AM  Page 40



EDUCATION Supp.qxp_Layout 1  9/18/26  11:36 AM  Page 41



27 VARSITY 
SPORTS OFFERED

76% OF TEAMS QUALIFIED 
FOR CIF COMPETITION

2026 CIF DIVISION 1 CHAMPIONS 
BOYS BASKETBALL

AVERAGE CLASS SIZE
21 STUDENTS

4 RIGOROUS 
COHORT PROGRAMS

Business • Engineering •Law • Medical

27 AP COURSES OFFERED
92% AVERAGE PASS RATE

55+ CLUBS 
ACROSS CAMPUS

171:1 
 STUDENT-TO-COUNSELOR RATIO

4 MULTI-DAY MISSION TRIPS 
AVAILABLE EACH YEAR

CLASS OF 2026 RECIEVED OVER  
$11 MILLION IN SCHOLARSHIPS

98% OF GRADUATES ATTENDING 
COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY

83%+ OF SENIORS MATRICULATED 
TO A UNIVERSITY RANKED IN THE 

TOP 100 NATIONALLY

EDUCATION Supp.qxp_Layout 1  9/18/26  11:36 AM  Page 42



PROCLAIMING JESUS CHRIST THROUGH EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

Celebrating 20 years of God’s faithfulness, 
Crean Lutheran High School in Irvine, CA, 
provides a high school experience built on 
faith, community, and future-oriented academic 
success. Recognized as a 2023 National Blue 
Ribbon School, Crean Lutheran pairs a Biblical 
worldview with premier academic, athletic, and 
artistic programs, guided by its core mission of 
Proclaiming Jesus Christ Through Excellence 
in Education. The school places a high value on 
personalized education, maintaining a 21-student 

average class size where faithful, dedicated 
teachers employ student-centered instruction 
to nurture creative thinking and accommodate 
diverse learning styles. Through academically 
rigorous honors, Advanced Placement (AP), 
and dual credit courses, students can pursue 
customized academic tracks designed to meet the 
high standards of the University of California’s A-G 
requirements or the admission guidelines for elite 
private institutions.

OUR LEARNING OUTCOMES 

At Crean Lutheran, spiritual growth is woven
into daily campus life through chapel services,
devotions, and prayer. Guided by a Biblical
worldview, the school’s core learning outcomes
inspire every student to declare: I am a Christian,
I am a Learner, and I am a Servant. Faith comes 
alive through student-led worship teams, campus 

ministry, local service, and global mission trips; 
through all these, the Holy Spirit equips students 
to engage the culture around them and to proclaim 
Jesus Christ. 

STUDENT SUCCESS

Student success at Crean Lutheran High School 
is a direct reflection of its rigorous academic 
preparation and comprehensive counseling 
program. Backed by a dedicated counseling 
team operating at an impressive 171:1 student-

to-counselor ratio, graduates consistently 
achieve exceptional outcomes, earning over 
$11 million in scholarships for the Class of 

2026 alone. An astounding 98% of graduates 

pursue higher education, with 88% attending 

four-year universities, 37% enrolling in U.S. 

News & World Report Top 50 institutions, 
and 18% entering the prestigious University 

of California system. From top-tier institutions 
like Stanford, Yale, and Cornell, to leading global 
universities, Crean Lutheran graduates emerge 
fully equipped to excel as servant-leaders.

SAINTS ATHLETICS & THE ARTS

Beyond rigorous academics, Crean Lutheran High 
School fosters student growth through world-
class athletics and visual and performing arts 
programs designed to develop student talents 
in a Christ-centered environment. Built upon the 
core values of Commitment, Honor, Responsibility, 
Integrity, Service, and Teamwork (CHRIST), Saints 

Athletics offers 27 varsity sports in the CIF 
Century Conference supported by collegiate-
level facilities - including Saints Stadium, a 15,000 
sq. ft. Event Center, a 12-acre Athletic Complex, 
and a 5,000 sq. ft. Strength & Performance 
Center. Backed by a dedicated Sports Medicine 
team with three full-time Board-Certified Athletic 
Trainers, the athletic program drives competitive 
excellence while maintaining academic success, 
resulting in 60% of student-athletes earning 

a 3.5 GPA or higher, 76% of teams qualifying 

for CIF competition, and numerous League and 
CIF championships. Concurrently, the Visual and 
Performing Arts program uses creative expression 
across Dance, Drama, Music, and Visual Arts as 
a vehicle to proclaim Jesus Christ. Anchored by 
premier spaces like the Borland Music Center, 
students engage in AP studio courses, competitive 
ensembles, and theatrical productions, regularly 
earning prestigious recognition as Orange County 
Register Artists of the Year.

LEARN MORE

Crean Lutheran High School 
cordially invites prospective 
families to explore the 
campus, connect with the 
community, and discover 
the Saints family at an 
upcoming event. To view 
a list of upcoming events, 
scan the QR code or visit 
creanlutheran.org/admissions.

DECIDEDLY CHRISTIAN! DISTINCTIVELY EXCELLENT!

(949) 387-119912500 Sand Canyon Ave. Irvine, California 92618 creanlutheran.orgCrean Lutheran High School

O
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Established in 1952, Harbor Day School is a 
private elementary school (grades kindergarten 
through eight) located on a welcoming six-acre 
hillside in Corona del Mar, California. Recognized 
as the first independent school in Orange County, 
Harbor Day provides an academically challenging, 
well-balanced education in a nurturing and 
inclusive family-centered environment. Our faculty 
inspires curiosity and a desire to learn, and 
cultivates in students the confidence, strong moral 
character, and perseverance to thrive. We 
celebrate diversity and traditions, value 
collaboration and innovation, and cherish our 
community and the lifelong relationships 
developed. 
 
A place where timeless traditions and modern innovation come together, Harbor 
Day’s state-of-the-art campus is a symbol of dedication to progress and 
transformational education. Our motto, “Gradatim ad Summum” (“Step by Step to 
the Top”), encompasses the school’s mission and allows for steady personal 
progress, which develops our eager, collaborative, and creative students who are 
prepared for their secondary education and beyond.  
 
Harbor Day School’s core values define the principles at the heart of our 
educational philosophy and school community. The following six values: 
Challenging Curriculum, Excellent Teachers, Integrity and Social-Emotional 
Learning, Culture and Community, Nurturing and Inspiring Environment, and 
Vibrant Community guide how we teach, learn, and support our students as they 
grow into confident, capable, and compassionate individuals. Our core values 
serve as the foundation for everything we do, guiding our approach to educating 
the whole child for the future. Along with high academic standards, we focus on 
building character, empathy, and self-reliance, ensuring that our students grow 
into responsible individuals. 
 

The Foundation of the Harbor Day Experience
Core Values 
These principles shape a vibrant, inclusive community 
where students, teachers, and families thrive through 
shared values and strong, supportive relationships.  
 
Challenging Curriculum 
We value academic excellence and provide a 
challenging, well-balanced curriculum that prepares 
students for a rapidly evolving world. 
 
Excellent Teachers 
Excellent teachers form the foundation of Harbor Day 
School.  
  
Integrity and Social-Emotional Learning 
Harbor Day School develops self-reliance, strong moral 

character, and social-emotional intelligence in our students. 
 
Culture and Community 
Harbor Day School fosters socially responsible and empathetic students who 
recognize and embrace differences among the members of our society. 
 
Nurturing and Inspiring Environment 
We provide a warm, innovative, and secure learning environment that inspires 
students and teachers to think creatively and work collaboratively. 
 
Vibrant Community 
Harbor Day is an active and engaged school community characterized by 
supportive relationships, shared values, wellness, and social responsibility. 
  
Join us for our Open House on Saturday, November 7, at 9:00 a.m. For more 
information and to register for our open house and other events, please scan 
the QR code or visit: www.harborday.org/admission/open-house  
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Sage Hill School ushered in a new era with a ribbon cutting ceremony for the 
Middle School and Bolen Family Gymnasium building on Monday, August 17. 
 
Wielding a giant pair of scissors, Head of School Patricia Merz and Board of 
Trustees Chair Mike Bolen cut a ceremonial ribbon in front of a large crowd of 
students, parents, faculty, staff, administrators, trustees and other special guests. 
With the opening of grades 7 and 8, there are about 140 new students on 
campus, bringing the School’s total enrollment to approximately 730. 
 
“Over the past 26 years, Sage Hill has made a lasting impact on education in 
Orange County and beyond,” Merz said. “Today, we continue that legacy as we 
become the only independent school in Orange County serving students in grades 
7 through 12.” 
 
The 38,658-square-foot building provides classrooms, offices and a café 
specifically for the middle school division. It also adds a second gymnasium that 
will include enough seating to accommodate the entire school, as well as multiple 
courts to run simultaneous games if needed. 
 
Admission applications for students entering grades 7-12 in the Fall of 2027 are 
now open at www.sagehillschool.org/apply.  
 
School Information 
Sage Hill School 
20402 Newport Coast Drive 
Newport Coast, CA 92657 
(949) 219-0100 
www.sagehillschool.org 

Sage Hill Celebrates Opening of Middle 
School & Bolen Family Gymnasium

Head of School Patricia Merz and Board of Trustees Chair Mike Bolen cut the ribbon during the 
Convocation & Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony on the first day of school, August 17, 2026

The new middle school building features 8 classrooms, faculty office space, a cafe and a state-
of-the-art new gymnasium
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LEADING K-12 SCHOOLS  
DIRECTORY

Name of School: Crean Lutheran High School 
Head of School: Dr. Daniel Moyer 

Address: 12500 Sand Canyon Avenue, Irvine, CA 92618 
Website: creanlutheran.org 

Grade Levels: 9-12 
Total Enrollment: 1,200 

Student to Faculty Ratio: 21:1 
Average Class Size: 21 

Application Deadline for the 27/28 School Year: Friday, November 20, 2026 
Type of School: Private Christian High School 

 
Name of School: Harbor Day School  

Head of School: Joseph Powers 
Address: 3443 Pacific View Drive, Corona del Mar, CA 92625 

Website: www.harborday.org  
Grade Levels: K-8 

Total Enrollment: 416 
Student to Faculty Ratio: 22 to 2 (grades K-1); 22 to 1 (grades 2-5); 16 to 1 

(grades 6-8) 
Average Class Size: 22 (grades K-5) and 16 (grades 6-8) 

Application Deadline for the 27/28 School Year: January 8, 2027 
Type of School: Independent 

 
Name of School: Sage Hill School 

Head of School: Patricia Merz 
Address: 20402 Newport Coast Drive, Newport Coast CA 92657 

Website: www.sagehillschool.org 
Grade Levels: 7-12 

Total Enrollment: 730 
Student to Faculty Ratio: 7:1 

Average Class Size: 14 
Application Deadline for the 27/28 School Year: January 31, 2027 

Type of School: Independent, non-denominational 
 

Name of School: Santa Margarita Catholic High School 
Head of School: President Andy Sulick  

Address: 22062 Antonio Parkway, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688 
Website: www.smhs.org  

Grade Levels: 9-12 
Total Enrollment: 1,763 

Student to Faculty Ratio: 16:1 
Average Class Size: 22 

Application Deadline for the 27/28 School Year: Priority deadline: Nov. 15, 
2026 

Type of School: Coeducational, college-preparatory, Catholic high school under 
the leadership of the Diocese of Orange, International Baccalaureate World 

School 

Name of School: St. John’s Episcopal School 
Head of School: Ryan Bourke 

Address: 30382 Via Con Dios, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688 
Website: www.stjohns-es.org  

Grade Levels: Early Preschool – 8th Grade 
Total Enrollment: 510 

Student to Faculty Ratio: 10:1 
Average Class Size: 18 

Application Deadline for the 27/28 School Year: January 8, 2027 
Type of School: Independent School, Episcopal School  

 
Name of School: St. Margaret’s Episcopal School  

Head of School: Dr. Jeneen Graham  
Address: 31641 La Novia, San Juan Capistrano CA 92675  

Website: www.smes.org  
Grade Levels: Preschool – Grade 12  

Total Enrollment: 1,234 
Application Deadline for the 27/28 School Year: February 1, 2027 

Type of School: Independent, College-Preparatory Day School serving Preschool 
through Grade 12 

 
Name of School: St. Mary’s School 

Head of School: Doug Patterson 
Address: 7 Pursuit Aliso Viejo CA 92656 

Website:  www.smaa.org 
Grade Levels: Early Preschool – Grade 8 

Total Enrollment: 715 
Student to Faculty Ratio: (averages) 

Early Education 7:1  
Lower School 10:1  

Middle 20:1  
Application Deadline for the 27/28 School Year: January 4, 2027 

Type of School: Independent, values-based International Baccalaureate World 
School serving children from Early Preschool through Grade B.  

 
Name of School: The Pegasus School 
Head of School: Dr. Regina McDuffie  

Address: 19692 Lexington Lane, Huntington Beach, CA 92646 
Website: www.thepegasusschool.org 
Grade Levels: PK through 8th Grade 

Total Enrollment: 590 
Student to Faculty Ratio: 9:1 

Average Class Size: 18 
Application Deadline for the 27/28 School Year: January 4, 2027 

Type of School: Independent  
 
 

 
Name of School: TVT Community Day School 

Head of School: Jill Quigley 
Address: 5 Federation Way, Irvine CA 92603 

Website: tarbut.com 
Grade Levels: TK – 12  
Total Enrollment: 800+ 
Average Class Size: 14 

Application Deadline for the 27/28 School Year: February 1  
priority deadline 

Type of School: Independent Jewish Day School
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Every student deserves 
access to opportunities 
that empower them 
to explore their 
interests, discover 
their passions and 
pursue their dreams, 
regardless of their 
background, school or 
neighborhood. With 
28 school districts and

TGGR LEARNING LAB P
STUDENTS, STRENGT

 

 

  
 

 

 

 
  

 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEGACY OF LE
t the TA TGGR Lear

professional lea

ORPROOVVIDES OPP RTTUNITIES 
TIONAL OUTTHENS EDUCAAT CC

Featured Opp

• 30+ After-S

• College Acc

• Industry Da

• Community

• Golf Clinics

 

 

  
 

 

 

 
  

 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARNING 
rning Lab, education isn’t limited to students. Through 
arning programs, the Foundation also invests in educators, 
ortunities to build their skills, access free resources, network 

better engage students. Collaboration with educators 
act to more students from under-resourced communities.

er of the Tbiggest mark TGGR Learning Lab’s local impact. From 
s to health care professionals, entrepreneurs and engineers, 
not only thriving in their careers, but also paying it forward in 

ties, at the Lab and beyond. 

FOR ORANGE COUNTY 
COMES

TGRe R Learning Lab I would

portunities 

School STEAM Classes 

cess Workshops 

ays 

y Festivals 

s 

dvanced TA Teechnology 

• Makerspace 

• 3D Printing 

• Laser Cutting 

• Multimedia Equipment

• Drone TTeechnology

 

 

  
 

 

 

 
  

 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28 school districts and 
more than 600 schools 
in Orange County, 
TTGGR Foundation has worked to bridge the opportunity gap through its 
flagship TTGGR Learning Lab in Anaheim, which has served more than 200
students since opening in 2006.

The Learning Lab was established from Tiger Woods’ vision to create a 
safe space for students to learn, grow and chase after their dreams. As t
Foundation celebrates 30 years of driving dreams together, presented by
it continues working toward its mission to empower students to pursue t
passions through education. 

WHERE LIFE GAINS STEAM 
The pathway to thriving careers begins with education, and the Learning
Lab is building it through strategic partnerships with local school district
Mutually beneficial relationships with superintendents and principals pro
students with enrichment that supplements and expands their traditiona
learning opportunities. 

Through school-day field trips and learning experiences outside of schoo
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